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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 14 is objected to because of the following informalities: Section (a), first 
line, "a housing with which latch a bolt" should be -a housing with which a latch bolt--. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Regarding claim 1-14, it is unclear how the striker is mounted on the door using 
the installation aid device if the mount (12) is in line with shelf (8). From the drawings it 
appears that one would have to open the cabinet to install the striker. If this is the case, 
it is unclear how the installation aid stays attached to the striker device. It appears to 
only attach to the housing. Clarification is required. 

5. Claim 1 and 14 are rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner 
required by 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. The claim(s) are narrative in form and 
replete with indefinite and functional or operational language. The structure which goes 
to make up the device must be clearly and positively specified. The structure must be 
organized and correlated in such a manner as to present a complete operative device. 
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6. Regarding claim 6, the limitation that "a means rotational with said housing" is 
unclear. How does the means rotate with the housing if the housing is mounted to the 
cabinet. It appears that the housing does not rotate. Clarification is required. 

7. Regarding claim 13, line 3 states the limitation "said striker plate". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 1-2, 8 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Cathala (WO 02/088496). 

1 0. Regarding claim 1 , Cathala shows a lock installation aid (60) to allow as an 
assembled unit the installation of a lock assembly of a kind which includes a housing 
(32) with which a latch bolt (see abstract or column 4, lines 1-2 of US 6994395 for 
English translation) is movable in its axial direction between a locking condition and a 
retracted into the housing more condition (herein after "unlocked condition") and a 
striker (38) including a region (open region below striker bar) with which the bolt can 
selectively engage to become constrained in movement relative and in at least a 
direction transverse to the axial direction therewith, said lock assembly assembled as a 
unit (see abstract, "the striker and bolt are linked together") by said lock installation aid 
which comprises an integrally formed body (entire member 60) defining a means (76) 
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releasably engageable with said housing and a means (64) releasably engageable with 
said striker to hold said striker relative to said bolt in a manner fixed at least in a 
direction lateral to said axial direction. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 2, the installation aid engages to said housing to hold said 
striker with said housing to present said region of said striker in axial alignment with said 
bolt as an assembled unit (see abstract). 

12. Regarding claim 8, the means releasably engageable with said housing includes 
an aperture (80) to allow said bolt to extend into said aperture. 

13. Regarding claim 13, the striker also includes a mounting member (102), disposed 
from the striker plate (plate 62) in a manner to allow it to be mounted to a fixture. 

14. Regarding claim 14, Cathala shows a lock set comprising a housing (32) with 
which latch a bolt (see abstract of column 4, lines 1-2 of US 6994395 for English 
translation) is movable in its axial direction between a locking condition and a retracted 
into the housing more condition (herein after "unlocked condition") and a striker (38) 
including a region (open region below striker bar) with which the bolt can selectively 
engage to become constrained in movement relative and in at least a direction 
transverse to said axial direction therewith, wherein said striker and said housing are 
assembled as a unit (see abstract, "the striker and bolt are linked together 1 ') by a lock 
installation aid (60) which comprises an integrally formed body (entire member 60) 
defining a means (76) releasably engageable with said housing and a means (64) 
releasably engageable with said striker to hold said striker relative to said bolt in a 
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manner fixed at least in a direction lateral to said axial direction. See the Cathala device 
below. 



15. Claims 1 , 3-5, 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Cathala (WO 02/088496). 

16. Regarding claim 1 , Cathala shows a lock installation aid (60) to allow as an 
assembled unit the installation of a lock assembly of a kind which includes a housing 
(34 and 54) with which a latch bolt (52) is movable (merely capable of moving) in its 
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axial direction between a locking condition and a retracted into the housing more 
condition (herein after "unlocked condition") and a striker (44) including a region (48) 
with which the bolt can selectively engage to become constrained in movement relative 
and in at least a direction transverse to the axial direction therewith, said lock assembly 
assembled as a unit by said lock installation aid which comprises an integrally formed 
body (entire member 60) defining a means (84) releasably engageable with said 
housing and a means (58 and 60) releasably engageable with said striker to hold said 
striker relative to said bolt in a manner fixed at least in a direction lateral to said axial 
direction. 

17. Regarding claim 3, the body includes a means (82) to keep separated said striker 
in the axial direction from said housing. 

18. Regarding claim 4, the means to keep separated is a spacer region of said body. 

19. Regarding claim 5, the means to keep separated is a washer shaped means 
formed as part of said body. 

20. Regarding claim 7, the means releasably engageable with said housing includes 
a bayonet fitting projection (88), said housing including complimentary shaped receiving 
regions (see figure 6) for said bayonet fitting projection. 

21 . Regarding claim 9, the means releasably engageable with said striker is a 
cylindrical member (48). 

22. Regarding claim 1 0, the means releasably engageable with said striker is a 
cylindrical member (46) and said striker provides its said region as an aperture 
(aperture 48) into which said cylindrical member is engaged. 
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23. Regarding claim 1 1, the means releasably engageable with said striker is a pin 
(46) and said striker provides its said region as an aperture (48) into which said pin is 
engaged. 

24. Regarding claim 12, the region of said striker is provided on a striker plate portion 
(plate 62) of said striker. See the Cathala device above. 

Conclusion 

25. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Muneta (US 6494066), Boughton (US3972550), Hughes (US 
3734551). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kristina R. Gluchowski whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7376. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7am-4;30pm, 
alternating Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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March 15, 2007 



